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fragile. Sometimes otosclerosis develops, with resulting deafness (see
Fig. 37).
(6)—Distichiasis
464.] Distichiasis means a double row of lashes. In most cases, the hairs Definition
and their follicles take the place of the Meiboinian glands, so that the
accessory row is seen sprouting from what would have teen the orifices
of the Meibornian ducts on the lid margins. All four lids are usually
involved, but symptoms tend to be absent in the first few years of life
owing to the fine, downy texture of the accessory cilia. Occasion-
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fig. 37.—Blue sclerotics in six males and eight females of four generations
ally there is more than one row of extra lashes. Erdmann recorded
distichiasis in a girl whose mother and grandmother were both affected.
The treatment of these cases may be exceedingly difficult. Epilation is Treatment
not applicable, because the removed lashes simply grow again. When
these are not very numerous, the most convenient method is electrolysis
of each follicle. In cases with numerous lashes, however, this method of
treatment is tedious and difficult, so that some operation has to be
devised. Von Szily performed an intermarginal section, and detached
the posterior lash-bearing area by an incision parallel to the lid-margin.
(See also eyelids, injuries and diseases, p. 240.)
(7)—Cerebro-Retinal Degenerations
465 J Amaurotic family idiocy or Tay-Sachs* disease and Batten's disease
are considered under the title cerebro-retinal syndromes of the
heredo-degenerative type, Vol. Ill, p. 30.
(8)—Colour-Blindness
466.] Colour-blindness is transmitted by the sex-linked mode of inherit-
ance, and is about ten times as common in males as in females (see
Fig. 38). It may be partial or complete. The complete form is compara- Associated
tively rare, and is always associated with nystagmus and central scotoma. defects
All objects appear as some shade of grey. In the partial form, the corn-

